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Today’s Speaker:

Pronouns:
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Kelly Weiss

She/her/hers
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NYS Office for the Prevention of 

Domestic Violence 
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Public Policy

Statewide Services Network

Education and Public Awareness  

Functions of OPDV
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Survivor-

Centered

Trauma-

Informed

Culturally 

Responsive

The Three Pillars of OPDV
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Crisis 

Response

Counseling 

and Support 

Groups

24/7 Hotlines

Emergency 

Shelter

Court and 

Hospital

Accompaniment

and Advocacy

Systems 

Advocacy and 

Support

Safety Planning

Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Programs in New York State
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Develop and implement capacity 

building to increase accessibility for 

survivors with developmental 

disabilities for:

• Developmental Disability (DD) 

service providers, 

• Domestic Violence (DV) service 

providers, and 

• Rape Crisis Programs (RCPs)

DDPC/OPDV Collaborative Project



9
Creating Purposeful Connections: 

Building Capacity for GBV Survivors with Developmental Disabilities

Objectives

The goal of this project is 
to build capacity of both 
the DV/SV and DD 
systems to increase 
access to services for 
survivors of gender-
based violence who also 
have a disability. 

Learning Exchange 
Objectives
• Increase awareness of the 

OPDV/DDPC collaborative 
project

• Identify recommendations 
for future trainings 
• Knowledge baseline
• Risk factors
• Barriers
• Agency needs
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Identifying the 
Problem
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 P   “The Se  al Assa l   p dem    o O e Talks Abo  ” 
by Joseph Shapiro

“It’s one of the highest rates of sexual 
assault of any group in America, and it’s 
hardly talked about at all…

We found that there is an epidemic of 
sexual abuse against people with 
intellectual disabilities.

These crimes go mostly unrecognized, 
unprosecuted, and unpunished. A frequent 
result was that the abuser was free to abuse 
again. The survivor is often re-victimized 
multiple times.” 
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,

Bureau of Justice Statistics, National 

Crime Victimization Survey

The rate of violent 

victimization against 

persons with disabilities 

is almost 4 times the 

rate for persons without 

disabilities 

Disabilities 
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For each racial and ethnic group 

measured, persons with 

disabilities had higher violent 

victimization rates than persons 

without disabilities

,

U.S Depar me   o  J s   e  “ r me A a  s  Perso s w  h D sab l   es   009- 0 9” a d 

Vera Institute of Justice 

Disabilities 
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,

Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey

Persons will 

intellectual 

disabilities are 

7 times more 

likely to be a 

victim of sexual 

assault

Disabilities 
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Only 13% of victims 

with disabilities receive 

domestic and/or sexual 

violence services
,

U.S Depar me   o  J s   e  “ r me A a  s  Perso s w  h D sab l   es   009- 0 9” a d 

Vera Institute of Justice 

Disabilities 
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Where do we go 
from here?
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Identify 
S akeholders​

Develop Learning 
Exchange Content

Solicit Feedback 
 rom Pro  ders​

Host Learning 
Exchanges

Develop 
 e omme da  o s​

DD/DV Provider 
Tra     ​

Education for 
People Receiving 

Services 

Identify Long-Term 
Sustainable 

Solutions

Collaborative Project Plan
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Knowledge 
AssessmentKnowledge Baseline

Barriers 

Risk Factors

Identify areas of 

focus for future 

trainings
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Knowledge 
Baseline
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Knowledge 
Assessment

Knowledge 
Baseline

Domestic 
Violence

Sexual 
Violence 

Consent

• How do you define it?

• How did you learn about it? 

• What do the people you 

support know about these 

concepts?
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Defining Terms
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Violence or threats that happen 
be a se o  someo e’s sex,
gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression,
or other related characteristics. 

Gender-Based Violence:
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Gender-Based Violence
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Domestic Violence
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Domestic Violence
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Sexual Violence
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Sexual Violence
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What is 

Consent?
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Risk Factors
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Why do you think that people with 
disabilities are at a higher risk for 

violence than people without 
disabilities?

Risk Factors
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Learning Exchange 
Survey
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Barriers
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Barriers
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Questions?

SURVEY
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Gender-based violence affects all of us, 

but we can end this violence with 

education and action

Education

Action

Based Violence
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Any 

Additional 

Feedback?
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How to Contact

Kelly.Weiss@opdv.ny.gov

(518) 937-1431


